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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 





¢ Yea, and why even of yourselves 
judge ye not what is right ?’— Luke xii, 57. 


If we consider ourselves as addressed by these words, 


we must necessarily suppose that we sare furnished, not 


only with the ability, hut also the means to form a cor- 
rect judgment of what is right, The variety and ex- 
tent of subject, to which our minds might be led by the 
words which head this communication, are unlimited ; 
but the design of the writer bas fixed on the particular 


subject of the moral tendency of true and false doc- 


_ trine, 


There is no one statement which the friends of « 
partinuler doctrine can make, which if believed, more 
commends it than to assert that it leeds to virtaous 
conduct and to a moral life ; while on the other hand, 
about the worst thing that can be said against a dec 
frine, and which mostly rendegs it odious, is that it dis- 
recards the moral distinction between virtue and vice, 
rs iis bladed votary to follow the latter with 


Tie weight which these statements 


and faite 
hope of mmopunity. 
have in people’s minds is an argument in favor of the 
respect which is paid to virtue, and the detestation in 
which vice t+ justly beld; and Uhis very consideration 
should be ediaitted as convincing argument, that we 
mmpose on virtuous minds with a prepos- 
That is, we should be 


eught not fo 
terious use of those statements. 
cantious that we do not hastily and incorrectly brand 
a doctrine with vicious tendency, unity it is most clear 
and evident that it is worthy of this condemning char- 
acter, For in-tance; if my neighbor differ from me in 
sentiment, and | have no reason to find fault with bis 
morals, it would seem to be very improper for me to 
tell him that his doctrine leads to immoral conduct. Hf 
a doctrine be immoral in its tendency it will produce 
iumorel Conduct in those who sincerely believe it ; it 
has no fcridcney at all in those who do not believe it. 
The enesies of universal grace and salvation hare, 
for many years, earnestly contended that this doctrine 
Raturally leads to every species of wickedness, and 
People in general have believed that this was verily the 
Oase, and yet, against all this weight of opposition, the 
doctrine, thus defamed, has marvelously prevailed, so 
that now there are thousands who believe it, living to- 
gether in all the virtues and harmonies of social life ; 


Diceting together every sabbath, in immense crowds, to | 


Worship the merciful Father of the spirits of all flesh. 
Their countenances indicate the feelings of their hearts, 
and joy aud peace are their constant companions.— 
And, refusing to pass judgment ourselves, we are per- 
fectly willing to leave it to our opposers to decide 
Whether our order will suffer by a comparison with any 
other denomination in christendom. But if what has 
been stated were true, a very large proportion of our 
citizens, who are respectable for both piety and moral- 
ity, would now have been wallowing in all manner of 
flthiness, shut up in prisons, or would have ended their 
Yaiserable career on the public scaffold ! 

The foregoing particulars are noticed, that we may 
see the impropriety of calling a doctrine licentious in its 
tendency, while we acknowledge that its sincere be- 
lievers are the best of moralists. If we follow the in- 
junction of our text, an! judge, from experience and 
observation, we shall say, as did the divine teacher, 


‘ men do not gather grapes ef thorns, ner figs of this- 
tes. 


But we must do something on the subject of theory, needs the assistance of the fear of hell in a future state; 
and we must reason from the nature of things, allowing to engage our attention to it? Brother, ] ask you, what 
every principle its natural inference, and every cause itis? Are you willing to tell me that it is MoRAL 
its necessary effect. Be it so, we ask then ; *“* what vintok? I humbly beseech you not to say it. Ne 
shall we reason but from what we know?” The theo- man would ever say this, unless he were morally deii- 
ry of our opposers says, that the fear of punishment in rious, Toa rational mind, with aclear understanding, 
the future world is certainly necessary in order to ine there is nothing so valuable, nothing so sweet, nothing 
duce people to be virtuous in this; and they contend, so Jovely as moral virtue. This is the very life of the 
that if tuis fear is removed all restraint ceases, and the reasonable soul, 
subject plunges headlong into vice. But stop—lIs it not Need fear compel me to behold 
scknowledged that we see many cases around us of A beavteous form and neat ? 
sterling virtue in those who believe in no future punish- Or must the hungry man be told 
ment? Why, my brother, will you contend for a theo- Of hell, to make him eat ? 
ry which your very senses condemn? If! should say Tall! we of sweetness to the taste, 
that a certain kind of food was of .pernicious conse- Or beauty to the eye? 
quence to a man’s sight, and ‘h_ tI was personally Pure virtue’s favor is the best, 
knowing to more than fifty people who ate freely of it Most brilliant too its dye. 
every day, and whose sight has grown stronger ever 
since they ased this food, should | not state a very great 
absurdity? But my brother desires me to avoid matter 
of fact and confine myself to speculative theory. But 
this | will not do, becanse it is in this way that people 
who have all the means of judging what i+ right, blun- 
der about in the dark, and form the most absurd theo- 
ries imaginafie. No, brother, | will reason on this sub- 
ject as | reason on all others, when | am favored with 
experience and facts to reason from. Now | know 
what it is that induces me to walk in the habits which 
| have established ; and f am entirely certain that the 
| fear of punishment in a future world hes nothing to do 
jin the affair. 

Let us reason here as we endeavor to learn a science, 
by beginning with incipient principles ; and then ad- 
vance as we are assisted. We may begin with our ap- 
petites. Why do we take pains and be at expense to 
suit our food to our taste? Is it because we fear a state 
of retribution in a future world? No; but because we | instruction.””. Where ie the person, who, on reading 
desire the satisfaction of our appetite. Why do we ex-/| this affecting story, is not admonished of the dangerous 
pend so much money for our clothing ; not only toren-| nature and tendency of rashness ? Or where isthe 
der it comfortable, but pleasing to the eye? Is all this person who is not reproved by it in some action or 
for fear of future punishment ? No. Look at and cal-| another of his Jife? In condemning Jephthab in this 
— the Pane te ak ae sre a a - instance, we shall, perhaps, if we look beck, have rea- 
erect our ewellngs, ane to feraish tem, ane as®! son to condemn ourselves in many; in lamenting the 
doce il thie eect etpanbe?., Sterns in, wo. “fg-| Tey eenanrene waied Several eae 
quire next concerning the expences which are laid out -_ mane ae speedh Co: Samneet the Seney 

: . , perplexities to which our own unguarded conduct has 

for the maintenance of our companions and children, | ‘ z 4 : 
i and the support of social friendship in society, and ask to, Hequent ah i subjected'us. ‘Fromenh conoluions 
if this incalculable expense is for fear of punishment | 224 "Fh actions, half of our Gangsre end lial oar etite 
hereafter? The answer, is no. So we might proceed proceed. A want of consideration and deliberate 
and we should find that our inducements are the en-| thought involves us frequently and suddenly in difficul. 
joyments which we contemplate in the possession of ties, from which, if we chance to extricate ourse}ves, 
the various objects of our pursuits; and that the fear of | We still have sufficient cause left to repent of our folly.” 
punishment in another world hav nothing to do with David had vowed, in an unguarded moment, to destroy 
the whole of Nabal’s family for the injury done bim by 


these things, 

Will any reasonable person undertake to say, that/one. If he had a right to take vengeance on Nabal 
people would he more likely to poor’ their food to personally, he surely had no right lo destroy the inno- 
_ aan “~ if oy won erg! being tormented) .on¢ as well as the guilty. 
eres ter " they did not? Or will any one contend, | thing he was bold, rash and presumptuous. 
that it would be profitable to superadd to all the in- | ‘ . 

oe ee not allowed to carry his threats of vengeance into exe- 
ducements, which influence people to the various ac- : , ; ‘ 25 Wi 
jeution, a higher power withheld, and certainly iv this 


quisitions above noticed, the fear of being punished in 


Hast thou, my son, her lovely form 
Seen, in a mirror bright? 

All other beauties treat with scorn, 
But make her thy delight. 


Around thy neck, like chains of gold, 
Her mildest rays shall shine, 

And to thy longing heart unfold 
Her treasures all divine. 
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RASHN ESS. 


[Concluded from page 154.] 


** All scripture is given by inspiration of God; and 
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction and 





£ 





But in determining the 
He Was 





- ; .  (ipstance, he committed a fals-hood,— Je pithah paid hi 
a future state? None will contend for this; but why eg cpereharte “t a » perd ag 
rash vow, and was rendered [ foreve r afte r} initerable, 


do they not? The answer is, the things to which we | 


have alluded have in themselves attractions sufficient | "he forty men, who had bound themselves under a 
to induce people to strive, to the extent of their means, , CUFs¢s to effect the death of Paul, were restrained, and 
to obtain them. Then I would huwbly ask what that | prevented from executing their mad design and were 
object is that we ought to attain, which not having therefore liable to the curse. It is not «lway® that rash 
within itself saficient worth to induce us to acquire it, resolves are attended with fatal cons: quences, or that 
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rash conduct always proceeds, from such guilty mo | obliged, if you comply with your oath, to destroy some 
tives. But both are always attended with danger and | particular friend, who has gone to your house in order 
to be ready to congratulate you on your victory, and 
putation or fortune. They are sure to lay the founda-|to welcome your safe return ; possibly it may be still 
tion for future regret, remorse, shame, and repentance. | worse than this; it may be your beloved daughter, your 
It is easier to prevent than to cure, it is easier to re- | only child, who, transported with joy, wishes to be the 
solve than to execute; and evil actions are sooner | first to receive you’’—had this been the case, can it be 
committed than atoned for. A thing never ought to be | imagined he would ever uttered the fatal vow? Would 
done, yhich canngt be done with safety and,review- to heaven some friend had made the experience—Jepb- 


generally end with loss of peace of mind, if not of re- 





ed with satisfaction. Any conduct which causes pain 

on a retrospect of it must be vicious or imprudent, and 
itis to be lamented, however successful it may at first 
appear. Rash designs are the more dangerous and 
fatal in proportion as they are prosperous, and afford 
eventually, more sources of sorrew. ‘The criminal, 
who forfeits bis life to justice, and the laws of his coun- 
try, although he may bave triuwphed a while in bis 
supposed security, is haunted by the clamors of con 
science Which he cannot stifle. & laments the impatience 
which Jed lim to commit the crime which continually 
endangers his safety, bis liberty, and his Jife. When 
arrested, condeumned, and left im his gloomy cel] to re- 
flection, his rashness appears to him in a more glaring 
light, and he curses the inconsideration whicl. actuat- 
ed him to the acenrsed deed If he bad only allowed 
himself to consider of it as seriously before as after it 
was done, wonld he, think ye, have done it? The 
same may be said of exposing ourselves unguardedly to 
any folly or vice; of slandering the character of any 
one which we cannot retrieve,—or of any thing which 
hazards our safety, reputation or property, or whatever 
else affects cither ourselves or others. 


‘thoh then would not have been the unwilling murderer 
| of his danghter, nor brought himself a wretched mourn- 
er to the grave. If therefore you value peace of mind, 
ind the quietness of society, consider well before you 
determine, reflect before you proceed to action. Cal- 
culate on the probable event of what you design, and 
let it be your aim, in every thing, ‘* to show that your 
conduct proceeds from yourself not from your pas- 
sions.” Deliberately weigh the justice and reasonable- 
ess of your intentions before you proceed to execute 
them. 

it was a principle of Fabias, a noted Roman general, 
to ** maxe haste slowly.”” Take this for a constant 
rule, an? you will accomplish the object, caluly, safe- 
ly and successfully. Recollect it is easier to commit a 
folly than to retract it; to injure than to wake repara- 
tion; to offend than to expiate the offence. In every 
pursuit in which you engage, think that your feelings. 
your interest, or your reputation may be involved in 
the consequences; whenever you are tempted to do 
any thing in haste, or rashness, recall to mind the ex- 
ample of the unhappy Jephthah, and his ill-fated daugh- 


ter, and Jearn a lesson of caution and moderation. J. Hi. 

The only certain way to procced safely, is to think 
and judge of the probable consequences which will re- 
suit from the actions we are about to commit; to di- 
vest ourselves of passion, and to reject in what manner 
it may affect another, or how nearly we ourselves are 
interested in the event. Our caution may make us 
slow in proceeding; but it will enable us to act secure- 
ly. It will not subject us to compunction, to loss, to 
danger, and a tbousand unforeseen evils which often 
attend the hasty inconsiderate steps we take. 
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To the respected Editors of the Uni. Magazine, 

By your permission my friends, | wish to speak to 
H. B. relating to ** An important subject considered,” 
for March 15th, 1823. Not in contradiction, no in- 
deed ; a man might with as good a face, contradict the 


A certain mechanic bad constructed an elegant clock, appearance of Spring in New-England op the 15th of 


which was intended for a noted Bank in Engiand. The 
clock being finished and ready to be put up, the presi- 
dent and directors ordered the maker to wait unti) they 
had time to think of a suitable motto to be put upon 
the dial. He called upon them ata time when they 
happened to be busily engaged in other concerns, and 
Was told angrily by the president * mind your business.” 
‘Fhe man went immediately home and engraved those 


June, as H, B.’s statements on the ** Important sub- 
ject.”> Who will dare contradict what he saith abont 
Infants and Heathens, one jot or tittle of it? Not one, 
without becoming more croel than Baal’s wershippers. 
How plain is it, that infants can need no repentance for 
sins in the world to come, committed in this; for they 
committed nove! Nor ean the Heathen feel guilt 
: there, for idolatry past, however clear they may see its 
words on the clock. It was carried home and put UP: | vanity ; for iss tht dani paaon A pe Aha sis 
eevee Se See Se were VeNpIDES te Seb thre iS: | vice. But my friend H. B, I confess to yon, at first 


ceription, but were soon satisHed on account of the: . : 
; sight of your piece, | could have almost wished, that 
good effect it had; for whenever persons came into the | 


‘ ‘haga _you had granted to some, a state of painful repentance 

room to transact their affairs, if they were disposed to * . : ' ‘ a P = 
‘ 2 ' ; 3 ~ in the coming world: especially to those terrible 
Joiter and be inattentive, the words * mind your busi- ’ we , : 
hs || preachers, who drive people crazy here; and in parti- 

ness,’ every time they looked at the clock, censured | . 

: . “ge | cular to those of them who are here Atheists and Hyp- 

their neglect and admonished them oftheir auty. It; . Pe 
' ; _ |ocrites, and do not believe themselves, and are withal 
proved to be an excellent monitor, and the most suita- | le j 1. B : . 
Ser RRL Ridin Iona aliabalth Shue | secret y immoral. But as you do not make imagina- 
° , P ™ tion nor passion your platform, but the holy New-Tes- 
A similar one might be of use hon the case of which I tament, I cannot blame you: for sure enough, that 
am speaking. J am of opinion, if a person, who was a-! book speaks of no state between corruptible and in- 
bout to engage in a rach enterprize, should be checked | corruptible. So the children of immortality will have 
by some friend, who should only pronounce these no sin in that state. And from their new constitution 
words, * consider the consequences,” that a greater | of state, being ** Holiness to Jehovah,” revealed in his 
pert of the evils of life would be prevented. Profane ** Mirror’? Christ, they will be too highly exalted, to 
language would be less frequent. The name of God feel misery by reflection upon the past, thaugh they ab- 
would not be so often used in vain, if time were only hor the carcase of iniquity without the city, by a re- 
allowed to reflect on his sacred name and character.—_ trospection of the past. Hut the (metanaza) repentance, 
Disputes and contentions would be more uncommon and , in eternity, of these who were sinners here, | grant, 
less violent, if passion were thus bridled by time and | must be in the full sight of pardon of all past trespasses : 











their /hinking again in a holy way, but free frou mises 
ry, by the ** fulness of God !”” 

How ignorant to ask, how is Jesus the Saviour of in- 
fants, if not by faith and repentance? Yet 1 would 
answer and say, by translation from the earthy and 
mortal condition, to the heavenly and immortal, Ana 
this is the salvation of God through Christ Jesus, afford. 
ed unto all men, in the world to come. And by this 
salvation, there will be on effectual and eternal salya. 
tion from all sin. But sin was no cause of eternal life 
no,—Sin is a hateful bird, hatched in time, and most 
die in it: but eternal life was always in God, sin out of 
the question! 

If} understand youright, H.B. * Your Observations.’ 
no-way object, to our possessing the immortal state ia 
mediately —the next minute after the death of the he. 
dy; but what you insist upon, is, that the next state 
we are sensible of, otter the death of the body, js am ine 
corruptible, holy, immortal condition. So as a true 
protestant you deny a purgatory ; and as a christian, 
you hold life and immortality fraught with holiness and 
happiness ; and thot throngh Jesus Christ the manifes. 
tation of the invisible God, --So the Saviour of aih nen 
from: mortality, (the first state of being ) to that of 
heavenly life and glory. Soar thow as hich as God and 
thy genius will peraat thee! Tam thy friend, and style 
myself JOUN WICKLIFFE, 


——SED 0) O) a 
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It is contended, by many of those, whom we esteem 


for their erndition and piety, that the naturs? stafe of 


man, is a state of total depravity ; in which state he 


possecses nothing, which has the lenst merit s but is 
naturally inclined to al] that is evil, end opposed, nat- 
urally, to all that is good. Therefore, as the shore 
specified article, is a gereral sentiment of ai] those who 
are called ** orthod ” and a fundamental one tos, | 
am desirous, thonzh it has heen frequently cone, of 


calling to the reader's mind, both reason and seripiure, 


lon thie subject. which cannot fail of showing. fo the 


candid, that it is in diametrical opposition ‘> ‘hem 
both. This sentiment supposes, that the very nuture, 
which man received from the bande of his Maker, ts 
evil; which is virtually accusing our heavenly Fatber 
of having perpetrated all the evil, of which man is guil- 
ty. This sentiment, which casts such dishonorable re- 
flections on the Divine character, might be enlarged 
upon, were not the suhject too revolting! 

It is not the nature of man, neither the ability, with 
which God has endowed him, that is bad ; but it is the 
wrong use of tie abilities, we possess, which constitutes 
all the sinfulness there is in us, 

Man, in simple nature, possesses no power, ability, 
passion or appetite, that is evil in itself; nor any thing, 
that eould, with strict propriety be dispensed with— 
That these several properties, may be productive of 
good, it is necessary that they should be governed ac- 
cording to the dictates of wisdom, prudence and ut- 
derstanding —this done, and all is right, and just as it 
should be, Strange as this may appear to some, on @ 
moments reflection, it is impossible, that the candid 
mind should not concede it. For if this is not admit 
fed, we must suppose that the Supreme Ruler of the 
universe, bas implanted in man, in siu ple nature, those 
principles which are vicious in themselves ; which none 
will allow, who admit the essential attributes of the 
Deity. We are not contending, that man is not sus 
ceptible of, and even liable to commit evil; but this 
can be done, only by vitiating those principles, with 
which we are capavitated, in the first dawn of our eX 


reflection. Dishonesty, deception, dissipation, folly If, | say if the word repentance may be lawfully used, {istence. The manner, in which man strays from sin 


and vice would be restrained, if once the pernicious | as applied to immortality. Perhaps you may think it! ple nature, and wanders in the labyrinth of error, by 


nature, and disagreeable and dangerous effects of them, better to say; The children of the resutrection shall all 
were well considered. Had any one known Jephthah’s possess perfect sanctity, than that any of them shall 
intention before he expressed it and thus reasoned with | then repent, Be it even so. 
him; ‘* be careful what you resolve on, you may be | tance, if | ever should 


which he becomes enveloped in sin, may be traced in 
a situilar way, with thet of the infant, who, ip simple 


But by the word repen- | nature, craves nothing for its subsistence, except that, 
so ase it, | shall mean only, | which the universal law of nature, has provided for its- 


cesT thietdiac Sn 














i 
; 








support. Bat, as the child advances in years, it be- 
comes habituated to different kinds of aliment, for its 
anbsistence—Thus, by habit, it may become addicted 
to ebriety. But, reader, you will not contend, that be- 
éause this person’s appetite has, in some degree, be- 
come vitiated, that itis perfectly natural, and that sim- 
ple nature tavght him thus. Then, do not say, that 
man is naturally inclined to all that is evil, or that he 
is opposed, naturally, to all that is good; forin simple 
nature, man has no more propensity to do evil, than 
the new-born infant has, an inclination for inebriation, 

To show the fallacy of the idea, that man is born into 
the world totally depraved, we have only to produce 
the testimony of the Saviour. At a certain time he 
said to his disciples, ** except ye be converted, and be- 
come as little children, ye shall not enter into the 
kingdoin of heaven.” 
reference to little children, that ** ofsuchi the kingdom 


The Saviour further testifes, in 
of heaven.”? Now, is it not preposterously absurd, to 
suppose, that our blessed Saviour would have told his 
disciples, that they must be converted into theiz state, 
i, e. into astate of total depravity, before they could 
heaven? ‘The Saviour here repre-' 


be admitted into 


cents ihe kingdom of heaven, by little children, and his 
wrobable meaning was, when be told his disciples, that 
excent they were converted, &c. that if the hearts of 
men were brought back to their primeval state of na- 
ture, they would then be prepared for the heavenly 
kingelour. 

—** Say not, man’s imperfect, Heav’n in fault ; 

Say rather, man’s as perfect as he ought.” 

Horrible, indeed, is that idea, which represents, that, 

by nature, we are opposed to God—and God to us, and 
that we are incapacitated, in that state, todo any thing 
pleasing to him! Let us banish 
ever remembering 


such an offensive 
that all 
which is required of us, is, ** to deal justly, love mercy, 
and walk hambly before God.” M. B. B. 


thought from the mind, 


——t | GD a 
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** New-Haven, by J. Babcock and Son, and 8, Bab 
cock and Co. Charleston, S. C.”” The first part of th: 
book contains ap account of the religious experience o! 
** Mise Sarah Hawley.”? She became, it is said, at th 
age of ** between eight and nine yeare, mightily a- 
wakened.”? After passing through various trials, and 
experiencing diversities of feeling, (which, by the way. 
is so wonderfol a thing, in a child, that it surely ought 
to be published, and handed down from generation to 
generation, as this purports to have been for 153 years) 
she was, at length, brought to endure a second course 
of s¢kuess. ‘* When she was first taken she said, * O 
mother, pray for me, for satan is so busy that 1 cannot 
pray for myself: see that | am undone without Christ, 
and a pardon! O, 1 am undone to alleternity!? (Que- 
ry. Did she take this notion of eternal ruin from the 
declaration of her Saviour, * Of such is the kingdom of 
heaven?’) Her mother, knowing how serious she had 
been formerly, did a little wonder that she should be in 
such egonies; and asked her what sin it was that was 
so burthensome to her spirit. * O mother,’ said she, 
‘it is not any particular sin that sticks so close to my 
conscience, as the sin of my nature; witbout the blood 
of Christ that will damn me.’ ” 





By the word damns this orthodox child means, to be 
“undone to all eternity 3° for she first exclaims, 
** Without Christ nud a pardon, O | am undone to all 
eternity! Lhe reason assigned for this eternal ruin is, 
** The sin of my nature.”? Ste felt no guilt for ** any 
patticular sin;’? that is for avy act of transgression 
which had commitied. On this score, being a 
child, she felt innocent. 
guilt, under which sbe felt undone for eternity, without 
Christ, erose from simply the possession of the nalure 
which God was pleased to bestow upon her in her cre- 
ation! What an impious idea this! 
that child m a nature which it is so criminal to possess, 
that, for thie cause, the poor thing deserved to be eter- 
nally damned? This she is made to say, and her no- 


99 


she 
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@f all the instrnments of error and delusion, which 
are employed at this day for the purposes of enlarging 
the borders, and strengthening the gates of mystical 
Babylon, none appear to me to be more formidable 
than the general distribution of Tracts, and little books 


Christ.’ 


example, to teach children how ** to get an interest im 
Sbe says, ** And will not you strive to get au 
interest in Christ??? If you will you must follow my 
example. In what respects? Why you must make 
yourself believe that you are about to be eternally un- 
done, not for any wickedness of your own, but for the 








for children. 


tle book, and this act of attention and generosity, to- 
gether with your devout and gracious appearance, in- | 
spires grateful emotions in the child’s breast, accom. 
panied with resolutions to attend to the instructions | 
therein contained, which you enjoin upon it to do, at 
the time the favor is conferred. 
have great concern for iis soul, and have fears that, 


You tell the child you 


through neglect, it may go to hell and be forever miser- 
able. But if it will be a good child and learn your 
tract by heart, and go to meeting, and mind what the 
minister says, it will be likely to “ get an inierest in 
Christ,* and thus go to heaven, with you and the min- 
ister! My word for it there is now so good a degree of 
pride and ambition excited, that you have little to fear 
but the artifice will succeed, and the child will, even- 
tually, become ** hopefully converted ;"°—not to the 
christian religion, but to the jargon of school-divinity. 
Surely whatever is put into the hands of children to 
learn, on the subject of religion, ought, at least, to be 
reasonable, and consistent with what is taught in the 
gospel. Ioxpressions and sentences which convey ideas 
for which there is no scriptural authority, and espe- 
cinliy those which are opposed to the genius of chris- 
tianity, ought to be reprobated. ’ 

A few days ago two of my children were furnished 
with each a precious little book. One of them only 
have 1, as yet, examined. It is entitled, ‘* A teken for 


How easy it is to Gx crror in the mind of | 
achildin this way! You give the child the pretty lit- | 


horrible sin of having such a nature, such an abomina- 
ble nature as God has given you! The best comment 
that can be made on this nonsense, and impiety, is the 
18th chapter of Ezekiel, and 10th 14th of Mark. In 
the mean time we may consider these little books, not 
as histories of real facts, but as so many compendiums 
of school divinity, intended to initiate our little ones in- 
to its mysteries, at an age when impressions may be 
made on their minds which will be likely to abide dur- 
ing the remainder of their lives, or which it shall cost 
them and their parents much labor to eradicate. With 
no small degree of consternation I observe the little 
book before me is prefaced with this notice—** John 
Babeock and Son, New Haven, and S. Babcock & Co. 
Charleston, §..C. have constantly on hand, and for 
sale a large assortment of Books for children and for 
schools.” | fear, of this large assortment, there is 
much more preposterious and profane stuff for little 
children. 

Wherefore, my dear tittle children, be persvaded to 
believe that ** You are the temple of the living God,” 
2 Cor. vi. 16. And that, ** He that raiseth up Christ 
from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies, 
by his spirit that dwelleth in you,” Rom. viii. 11.— 
This is your interest in Christ, which you have not to 
seek after but to believe that you possess ; and, so be- 
lieving, to consider your bodies the temple of God, and 


be careful not to defile them with actual sin. 
J. Bretee, 





chiidren, designed for Sunday schools,’’—Published at 
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SournsporovuGcna, Marcn 11, 1828. 

Messrs. Editors, —The inclosed copy of a letter writ: 
‘en by a teacher of one of our public schools, | hand 
you for publication, The anthor (who [ understand” 
has lately entered Providence College) may have beer 
actuated by pure motives, but I think his Jetter is des- 
titate of that charity ‘* which is the bond of perfect- 
ness,”? and which every professing christian should and 
every real christian will be careful to exercise. If Mr. 
Gibbs does possess it, I think it is not to be found in 
his letter. Yet ‘every tree is known by its fruit,” 
and ** out of the abundance of the heart the mouth 
speaketh.” 

COPY. 
SouTnBornovuGHA, Fre, 26, 1820. 

Sir,—Knowing that you take a deep interest in the 
welfare of the rising generation, I send to you for 59 
Tracts for distribution in a school. The seeds of cor- 
ruption have here obtained deep root. These precious 
youth are led by ungodly parents in the broad road of 
endless ruin. The sentiments of Cambridge College 
are here disseminated with a liberalband. Universal- 
ism prevails also to an alarming degree. Please to send 





Nay the awiul weight of 


Did God create | 


tions are so well approved that they have been pre- 
hserved 153 years for the instruction of the present and 


such as would be likely to have a salutary check upon 
these twin vices in particular, and you may hestow a 
lasting blessing on the interest of Zion. Yours in the 
Lord, ALFRED GIBBs. 

Mr. NatHanien WI Luis. 


REMARKS. 


] would now ask Mr. Gibbs by whom the sentiments 
of Cambridge College are here ** disseminated with a 
liberal hand ;” the inbabitants here are at a logs to con- 
jecture, Is it possible he means our worthy and much 
respected Clergyman; (whose character Mr. Gibbs 
und myself would do well to imitate.) If Mr. Gibbs in 
twelve weeks has been able to discover sentiments 
which 20 years close attention have not fonnd out, J 
inust acknowledge his superior skill in theology. But 
is it not possible Mr. G. may have been mistaken in 
the sentiments advanced here, or that he is ignorant of 
the sentiments of Cambridge College. 

Again. That Universalism ‘ prevails’ bere is readi- 
ly admitted, and | presume it is very * alarming” to 
some who see their doctrines of original sin, tétal de- 
| pravity, &c. swept away by the bright rays of the Sun 
of Righteousness and the pure doetrine of God’s im- 
partial grace established on its ruins. 

Again. Why did Mr. G. send for tracts to eradicate 
these ** twin vices ;” which he says are so liberally dis- 
semninated and so ‘* alarming?” could he find nothing 
in the sacred scriptures to assist him ?—If his object 
was to encoursge ‘* these precious youth,” (his echol- 
ars) to disregard the councils and instruction of their 
parents; | believe the bible will afford him no assist- 
ance, but it will inform him that there were some who 
professed to be zealous followers of Christ to whom he 
said, ** Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are 
of.” F. B. 

SS o—- 


Another Conversion. 


We learn from Albany, N. Y. thatthe Rev, Asaney?, 
Davis, an Episcopal clergyman, and one of the chop- 
| lains in the Legislature, bas of late been led to believe 
in the ** Uniry or Gon, and in the fincl holiness and 
happiness of all mankind ;” in consequence of which, 
he has resigned his place and the duties of the ministry 
in the Episcopal church. May the Lord strengthen bis 
hands and encourage his heart ; and speedily open a 
door for his more useful labors. — Phil. Uni. Mag. 


Solid love, whose root is virtue, can no more die than 
virtue itself, 
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POET’S CORNER. 
SELECTED. 


HYMN. 


O Charity ! thou heavenly grace! 
All tender, soft and kind ! 

4 friend to all the human race, 
To all that’s good inclin’d! 





‘The man of charity extends 
To all, bis liberal band ; 

His kindred, neighbors, foes and friends, 
lis pity may command. 


He aids the poor in their distress ; 
He hears when they complain; 
With tender heart delights to bless, 

And lessens a]] their pain. 





—_—— 


Meditation on Creation & Providence. 


Lord, when my raptared thought surveys 
Creation’s beauties o’er, 

Ajl nature joins to teach thy praise, 
And bid my soul adore. 


Where’er I turn my gozing eyes, 
Thy radiant foot-teps shine ; 

Ten thousand pleasing wonders rise, 
And speak their source divine. 


The living tribes of countless forms, 
In earth and sea and air; 

The meanest flies, the smallest worms, 
Almighty power declare. 


All rose to life at thy command, 
And wait their daily food 

From thy paternal, bounteous hand, 
Exhaustless Spring of good! 


The meads, array’d in smiling green, 
With wholesome herbage crown’d ; 

The fields with corn, a richer scene, 
Spread thy full bounties round. 


The fruitful tree, the blooming flower, 
In varied charms appear ; 

Their varied charms display thy power, 
Thy goodness al! declare. 


The sun’s productive quick’ning beams 
The growing verdure spread ; 

Refreshing rains and cooling streams 
His gentle influence aid- 


The moon and stars his absent light 
Supply with borrowed rays, 

And deck the sable veil of night, 
And speak their Maker’s praise. 


Thy wisdom, pow’r and goodness, Lorn, 
In all thy works appear ; 

And O let man thy praise record ; 
Man, thy distinguish’d care. 


From Thee the breath of life he drew ; 
That breath, that power maintains ; 
Thy tender mercy ever new, 
His brittle frame sustains. 


Yet nobler favors claim his praise, 
Of reason’s light possest ; 


By revelation’s brighter rays 
Still more divinely blest. 





_———— 
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Thy Providence, his constant guard 
When threat’ning woes impend, 
Or will th’ impending dangers ward, 
Or timely succours lend. 


On me that Providence has shone 
With gentle smiling rays ; 

O let my lips and life make known 
Thy goodness, and thy praise. 


All bounteous Lorn, thy grace impart ; 
O teach me to improve 

Thy gifts with ever grateful heart, 
And crown them with thy love. 
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“ Be ye, therefore, merciful, as your 
Father also is merciful..’—Luke vi. 36. 


There is not, perhaps, a passage in the holy scrip- 
tures, more worthy of remark than this, 

It is a popular error iv the christian church, that God 
is not merciful, that he is not kind to the sinful child- 
ren of men, that he is a God of vengeance, that he is 
filled with wrath towards them; tbat men are natural- 
ly enemies to God, that by nature they are totally de- 
praved, and incapable of doing any good action, or of 
making themselves friends to God. If we would give 


ie above patsage a moment’s consideration, and then | 


compare it with these doctrines of mer, we should per 


ceive that they do not, by any means, agree with each | 
other. Supposing that God is filled with wrath and in- | 


dizgnation towards bis creatures, does it prove the pro- 
priety of this passage ? Could our Saviour have called 
upon us to imitate God by being merciful to each oth- 
er, when it is contr»ry to our nature to be mercilui?— 


If it be unnatural for us to be merciful, how, or wit! } 
what propriety can we be called upon todo that which | 


we are mmeapable of duing? If God be Gilead with 
wrath towards mankind, could our Saviour have given 
him as an example of mercy, for us to follow? Does 
the supposition that God is not merciful agree with the 
passage under consideration, or does it agree with — 
** The Lord is good to all, and his tender mercies are 
over all his works??? Now which of these doctrimes 
would be thought to make men merciful, to make them 
happy, to make them love their neighbors as them- 
selves? Would the doctrines of men, which teach us 
that God is wrath, that he is Glled with wrath and in- 
dignation towards mankind accowplish the desired eud: 
No; they have a contrary tendency; men would be 
miserable on account of them; they would be at war 
with each other; and that by considering that God is 
the enemy of men, they would be actuated by the same 
principle ; they would hate their neighbors instead of 
loving them ; why ? because it is a natural consequence. 
if we tel] an individual that God is the enemy of man ; 
that he does not bear nor accept the prayers and sup- 
plications of his creatures, what is the effect produced ? 
or if we tell him that he is not capabie of doing any 
good action, or that God has elected before the foun- 
dation of the world, a few individuals to be heirs of an 
immorte! and never-ending felicity in another and bet- 
ter world, and reprobated all the rest to endless misery, 
not on account of their good or bad deeds, but on ac- 
count of his own decree which nothing can move ; 
what is the natural consequence? He will hate God’. 
creatures, be will look on mankind with enmity in his 
breast, as objects of God’s vengeance. Such are the 
effects produced by the doctrines of men. On the oth- 
er hand, if we threw one glimpse of light on this mel- 
aucholy and dispairing person, end, in the knguage 
of scripture, say to him that ‘*the Lord is good to all, 
and his tender mercies sre over all his works ;” that 
** God is love,” that ‘* God so loved the world, that he 
sent his Son into the world, not to condemn the world, 









bot that the world through him might be saved,” that 
‘** he is no respecter of persons, but in every nation, he 
that worketh rmghteousness, is accepted with him," 
that ** he does not afflict willingly, nor grieve the 
children of men,”’—What would be the consequence? 
;He would rejoice with joy unspeakable, and would 
look up to God as his Father and his Friend, and 

being told that God is merciful and good to all, he 
would place his whole trust and confidence in him ee 
then he could look around upon all mankind ai the 
objects of his love and compassion. This is the only 
doctrine calculated to make men enjoy themselves in 
this world; this is the only doctrine by which men 
may enjoy the blessings of friends and acquaintances: 
this is the only doctrine calculated to support us on ss 
journey through this vale of tears; and, in the last and 
solemn hour of death, to bear us up when we are op- 
pressed by infirmities of body and mind, that we May 
be able to sing the triumphant song—* O death! where 
jis thy sting? O grave! where is thy victory ?— 
The sting of death is sin; the strengh of sin is the law: 
but thanks be to God, who giveth us the victory 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” J. F. M. 
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Gloucester, March &, 1829, 
Brother Ballou,—A Mrs. SaARAu Frenca, wife of 


) Mr. Amos French, of your Society, who was a native 





lof this town, and was down here at her mother’s, for 
{her health, died bere on the 25th of Jast month, aged 

Mrs. 
when yoong, and heard the doctrine of Uni- 


31 years, of consumption. French went to Bes. 
j fon to live 
) versal Gree aud Salvation first from Br. Mitchell, and 
jafter bim After 
her marrage. she attended your minttry with her hus 
| bans. ii-r sickness was long and painful. Whenl 


ago, she was in the 


‘tended the ministry of Br Dean, 


| first Saw her, bout three months 


{duct stage of Con-umption, bul periectly sensible, full of 
calin as a morning withont clonds, without aay 


withont a murmur 


{ faith, as 


doubt; 
! 


without any fear; and 
| Wailing for ber emancipation and possession of the ce- 
| estial state! Death was no terror to her. Her friends 
| and neighbors beheld her with wonder. So she con- 
tinued to the last. So her ** Universalism’ did to die 
by, as well as live by; yea, she felt aiore than con- 
queror in death! If you please, take notice of her 
exit, in any form you please, in the Universalist Wag- 
paen. Your brother in all affection. T. JONES. 


— 

















MARRIED, 


In this city, by the Rey. Mr. Wayland, jr. Mr. Wil 
liam C. Jenkins to Miss Sarah Ellis. 
In Danvers, Mr. Benjamin B. Tibbits to Miss Ane 
Goldtbwait. * 
DIED, 


In Providence, on Saturday evening 15th inst. SAM- 
ven James, Ese. in the 71st year of his age. He had 
been for a great length of time, much afflicted in his 
breast; and on the evening of his decease be had ex- 
erted himself much, in packing up his most valuable 
furniture (it being during a fire) after which he sat 
down in a chair and in a few moments expired. The 
widow mourns the loss of a kind husband and the child- 
ren, a tender parent. He was a constant attendant 
(when able) on public worship at the Universalist 
Chapel in that place, to the erection of which, and to@ 
stated ministry, he was much devoted, and liberal. The 
writer of this is conGdent, that the following sentiment 
of the poet speak the feelings of the widow in ap espe 
cial manner, and he trusts of all others interested. 

* We would submit to all éhy will, 
For thou art good and wise ; 
Let every anxious thought be still, 
Nor one faint murmer rise.”” 
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